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Kathryn Wilson received her Ph.D. in Economics in 1996 from the University of Wisconsin and 
has been at Kent State University ever since. She has taught a variety of courses, including 
Public Finance, Economics of Health Care, Economics of Poverty, and Principles of 
Microeconomics. Currently she teaches the Economics capstone course Senior Seminar. Her 
research primarily focuses on poverty, inequality, and social mobility and has appeared in 
journals such as the Journal of Public Economics, Demography, and Review of Income and 
Wealth. She became department chair in 2018 and has previously served as Interim Dean and 
as Interim Associate Dean in the College of Business. 


